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The Fargo Public Schools Development Foundation mission is to partner with the Fargo Public Schools, their alumni, and the greater community to enhance and enrich learning experiences to maximize student potential.

About the Fund

The fund supports programs and opportunities that enrich elementary music education throughout Fargo Public Schools.

Eligibility and General Guidelines
· Applicants must be Fargo Public Schools employees, including teachers, staff, or administrators who teach or incorporate music into elementary education.
· Projects may include classroom music activities, visiting musicians, equipment, and innovative music experiences.
· Applicants must consult with their principal or building administrator to ensure projects are not eligible for regular school funding or duplicating existing resources.
· Equipment purchased becomes District property and remains at the originating school. Technology purchases require District Technology Department approval before applying.
· Transportation expenses may be considered on a case-by-case basis.
· There is no annual limit on the number of grants awarded to a school or program.
· Grant applications are public information and may be shared with donors.

Funding Priorities

Priority consideration will be given to projects that:
1. Enrich student learning through creative and innovative music education experiences.
2. Demonstrate meaningful educational impact and potential for continued use.
3. Encourage collaboration, shared resources, or matching funds.
4. Align with Fargo Public Schools Strategic Plan.

Funding Restrictions

Grants generally will not fund:
· Expenses covered by regular District, state, or federal funding.
· Projects without a clear educational purpose or responsible use of funds.
· Programs funded for three consecutive years, although exceptions may be considered by the Grant Committee.
· Furniture, ball chairs, carpeting, lunches, T-shirts, salaries, or gift cards.

Application and Review Process

· Application Deadline: Applications are reviewed annually and are due the second Monday of January. Approved funding becomes available the following month.
· Review: The Foundation Grant Committee reviews applications and makes final funding decisions. Additional information may be requested.
· Reporting: Grant recipients must submit a final evaluation report outlining project outcomes and student impact. Email reminders will be provided.

Recognition

The Fargo Public Schools Development Foundation must be acknowledged in any media, publications, or public communications related to funded projects.


MARY ELLEN THOMPSON MUSIC FUND GRANT APPLICATION
The Mary Ellen Thompson Music Fund was established by her daughters, Jackie, Liz, and Daphne, to honor their mother's love of music and commitment to elementary music education.
“Our mother had a deep understanding of the stresses experienced by elementary music educators and believed strongly in music education at that level, knowing what that could mean for children's futures. She believed music made children better listeners, better learners, and allowed them to express themselves creatively through their personal expression and joy of music.”
The Foundation awards competitive grants to FPS staff and schools for music projects not funded by district, state, or federal monies.  Applications are reviewed once a year and are due on the 2nd Monday of January. Funding becomes available the following month. 

Please complete the following form below. Please type in the blue fillable text boxes. 


APPLICATION DATE:			 		SCHOOL NAME: Click here to select your school


PROJECT TITLE: 	



BRIEF DESCRIPTION:	





CHOOSE ONE:								MAIN CONTACT PERSON AND TITLE:
	☐Teacher Mini-Grant (Classroom projects up to $500)		

	☐School Wide Mini-Grant (School projects up to $2,500)
									PHONE:

			
GRANT AMOUNT REQUESTED
									Email:







(Blue boxes will expand as you type.)
	PLEASE PROVIDE A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF YOUR ELEMENTARY MUSIC EDUCATION GRANT REQUEST, INCLUDING WHAT YOU HOPE TO ACCOMPLISH, HOW THE FUNDS WILL BE USED, AND WHAT MAKES YOUR PROJECT INNOVATIVE OR UNIQUE. WE WOULD ALSO LOVE TO HEAR HOW YOUR PROJECT WILL ENHANCE MUSIC EDUCATION FOR YOUR ELEMENTARY STUDENTS AND SUPPORT FARGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS STRATEGIC PLAN.

Please keep in mind that grant reviewers may not be familiar with educational terminology, so we encourage you to spell out any acronyms and explain them when needed.

	

	

	NEED AND STUDENT IMPACT: WHAT NEED OR OPPORTUNITY DOES YOUR PROJECT ADDRESS, AND HOW WILL IT ENHANCE STUDENTS' MUSIC EDUCATION EXPERIENCES AND CONTRIBUTE TO THEIR GROWTH AND SUCCESS?

	

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk145425526]STUDENT PARTICIPATION: HOW MANY STUDENTS WILL BENEFIT FROM THIS PROJECT, AND HOW WILL THEY BE ACTIVELY INVOLVED?

	

	

	EXISTING PROGRAMS OR SIMILAR PROJECTS:  IS A SIMILAR PROJECT CURRENTLY BEING USED OR EXPLORED ELSEWHERE IN FARGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS? IF SO, WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNED FROM THOSE EXPERIENCES?

	

	

	COLLABORATION: WILL YOUR PROJECT INVOLVE COLLABORATION WITH OTHER TEACHERS, SCHOOLS, COMMUNITY MEMBERS, OR ORGANIZATIONS? IF SO, PLEASE DESCRIBE THEIR INVOLVEMENT.

	

	

	EVALUATION AND SHARING: HOW WILL YOU MEASURE THE PROJECT'S SUCCESS, AND CAN THE RESULTS OR RESOURCES BE SHARED WITH OTHER EDUCATORS OR SCHOOLS?

	

	

	IF THE ENTIRE PROJECT CANNOT BE FUNDED, WOULD PARTIAL FUNDING BE HELPFUL? IF SO, HOW MUCH AND FOR WHAT PART OF THE PROJECT?

	



Applicants must ask principals and respective department administrators about possible funding before applying to the Foundation.  I talked with						before submitting this application. 



Technology equipment requests must be compatible with the district technology plan and must be approved by the technology department. Contact the Help Desk at 446-1090 to consult on software and electronic equipment.  



Budget Information

Please be detailed in your budget listing of how Foundation grant funds will be spent. For example, list all books, equipment, or materials to be purchased, along with prices and shipping costs.  Books and equipment should be catalogued with the Department of Instructional Resources (446-1064). It is also recommended that purchases be made through the DIR when possible as they may have access to the best prices. Technology equipment requests must be compatible with the district technology plan and must be approved by the technology department. Contact the Help Desk at 446-1090 to consult on software and electronic equipment.  

	Budget Details:
Item Description (i.e., book title or model #)
	Quantity
	Cost/Item
	Shipping
	Total Cost/Item

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Total Cost of Supplies for the Project:
	



PLEASE NOTE: Equipment purchased with Foundation grant monies is owned by the District and stays at the school where the grant originated. 

Non-District Personnel Budget (Speakers, authors, artists, etc.)- The Foundation cannot fund district employee salaries or the purchase of gift cards for reimbursement.  Please contact the HR Department for salary guidelines for positions such as tutors, guest speakers, and other non-district staff. 

	Who/What Position
	Fee or # of Hours
	Hourly Rate or Fee
	Total Cost

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total Cost of Personnel for the Project:
	



Collaborative funding is encouraged, the Foundation may match funds from other organizations. If funding from other sources has been requested or secured for this project, please list below. 

	Funding Source
	Items Funded
	Amount

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Total Amount of Additional Funding:
	




Other attachments or website references you are submitting, please list:







☐ I agree to use all monies awarded through this grant application for the intended purpose and to complete the grant process by submitting a grant report when the project has been completed. 


Submitted by: 


Completed applications are due the 2nd Monday of January. The applications are reviewed by a committee and awards are made the following month.  The main contact person noted at the beginning of this form will be notified. 

For questions or more information, contact the Foundation office at 446.1041 or email fpsfound@fargo.k12.nd.us.  

Please retain one copy for your records and email the completed grant application to
fpsfound@fargo.k12.nd.us, type Grant Application in the subject line. Please email as a Word Document. 
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